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Claims to secret knowledge—in families, organizations, and states—is a form of 
authority over those who do not possess it. This seminar explores how claims to 
secret knowledge and lying relate to the institutional and cultural frameworks in 
which knowledge is produced, the use of “leaks” to challenge hierarchical controls 
and sometimes sustain them, and the ways in which secrecy, deception, and lying 
form a necessary and often desirable part of social, political, and economic life. 
 
For more information concerning this course or the Public Policy Minor, please contact Professor Ronald 

Shaiko, 646-9146, or Jane DaSilva, 646-2229. 
 

 

 


