
Since 2007, the Rockefeller Center has offered students and 
alumni a dynamic opportunity to engage with one another 
through a unique program called First-Year Fellows (FYF). FYF 
combines coursework, leadership programming, and mentorship. 

Over the past decade, more than fifty-five alumni have hosted 
students at their organizations for the eight-week summer 
fellowship portion of the program. This connection provides these 
undergraduates with the opportunity to engage meaningfully 
in public policy early in their college careers with the additional 
support of an alumni mentor who is interested in their success.  

Ryan Spector ’19, who worked at the Congressional Research 
Service with Mary Beth Nikitin ’96 explains, “With Mary Beth as 
a mentor, it was very easy to expand my professional network, as 
well as my knowledge and confidence. The common experience 
of Dartmouth allowed us to bond quickly, as we always had 
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something to discuss, and she was able to expand my professional 
network by directing me to alumni that she knew.”  

Alumni mentors are similarly impacted by this program. “I loved 
my time at Dartmouth, and remain grateful to the College for giving 
me a terrific foundation for a career in national security and public 
service,” says Michael Breen ’02, Executive Director of the Truman 
National Security Project and the Center for National Policy. “This 
program is the perfect win-win: my organization gets some great 
talent, and the Fellows get a worthwhile and challenging experience 
early on in their careers. I’m grateful for the opportunity to help 
support the next generation of service-driven students at Big Green.” 

The presence of an alumni mentor ensures that students have an 
advocate in the workplace: someone who is fully invested in them 
achieving their highest potential. There is nothing quite like a 
Dartmouth alumna or alumnus introducing a new generation of 
Dartmouth students to the professional world.

“I care deeply about Dartmouth’s role helping young people feel 
confident that they can choose a career that will make this world 
a better place for everyone,” says Jennifer Chandler Hauge ’82, 
Vice President at the National Council of Nonprofits. “A positive 
experience as a First-Year Fellow could mean the difference in the 
major someone chooses, or future off-term experiences. It motivates 
me to think that the First-Year Fellows program can contribute to 
the pipeline of future leaders in public service. That’s exciting!” Judge John Mott ’81 of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, has 

mentored nine Fellows since he joined the program in 2008.
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ROCKY BY THE 
NUMBERS

PREPARATION MEETS OPPORTUNITY

If, as the Roman philosopher Seneca observed, “Luck is 
what happens when preparation meets opportunity,” then 
the Rockefeller Center is all about creating moments of 
luck for Dartmouth students.

Although funding is a key ingredient that makes a leave-
term internship experience possible for many students, the 
Rockefeller Center is equally focused on offering programs 
that fully prepare students to succeed in those opportunities.

For many students, a leave-term internship experience is their 
first time in a professional environment. 

“Navigating an internship can be nerve-wracking for a 
college student,” says Barbara Olachea ’19. “Rocky helped me 

acquire new ways of thinking and habits that proved useful during my internship. I came into my internship 
confident of my abilities to communicate efficiently with my supervisor and co-workers, as well as 
empowered to make the most of my time in the office by advocating for myself and showing initiative, 
especially at the beginning.”

Students are encouraged to participate in the Management and Leadership Development Program 
(MLDP) or the Rockefeller Global Leadership Program (RGLP) or both either before or after a leave-term 
experience. These programs foster a sense of community within the larger Dartmouth population where 
students build on their previous experiences and learn to think critically about essential leadership skills.

MLDP sessions emphasize the importance of working effectively with others as well as focusing on 
hard skills like public speaking, negotiation, and writing for the workplace. Students work towards 
personal goals over the course of the term and continue to reflect on 
their perceptions of leadership during the sessions. They learn how small 
changes in personal attitude and behavior translate to being able to lead 
more effectively.

“I have learned what it means to lead, to manage, and to represent an 
idea greater than myself,” says Arati Gangadharan ’18. “The tools I have 
developed in MLDP will allow me to translate my time at Dartmouth into 
action building a greater world around me.” 

RGLP focuses specifically on intercultural leadership skills. Students complete the program with greater 
intercultural communication skills, an understanding of the impact of culture, the ability to work 
effectively with people from other cultures, and greater self-awareness. Such dialogue and reflection 
promote a community that respects differences and uses them to better interact with the diverse 21st 
century world. 

“RGLP showed me that to be a global leader, you need to have a deep, secure understanding of yourself 
and where you come from before you can try to interact with people of different backgrounds,” says 
Stephanie Everett ’19.

Through promoting reflection and emphasizing intentionality, the Rockefeller Center connects abstract 
leadership concepts to real-world experiences, giving each student the opportunity to prepare for and 
create their own luck.

The Class of 2017 Rockefeller 
Leadership Fellows launch the 
program with a weekend retreat 
that focuses on team building.

Class of 1964 Policy Research Shop students 
Morgan Sandhu ’17, Apoorva Dixit ’17, and 
Meghana Mishra ’17 present at the Fall Board 
of Visitors meeting.

A panel of American politics faculty, Professors Shaiko, 
Nyhan, and Lacy, assess the results of the national and 
state elections in the Public Program, “Finally, It’s Over: The 
2016 Election and Its Aftermath.”
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16 The 2016 PBPL 85: Global Policy Leadership 
students conduct two weeks of field 
research in the Ukraine during the 
off-campus portion of the course.
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“I have learned what 
it means to lead, 

to manage, and to 
represent an idea 

greater then myself ”

  29 Students graduated with a 
Public Policy Minor

396  Students enrolled in  
Public Policy classes 
(includes cross-listed courses)

  55 Participants in the Class of 
1964 Policy Research Shop

  16 Policy Research Briefs 
produced

  15 Senior Honors Thesis  
Grants awarded

  12 Dartmouth-Oxford  
Exchange Participants

148  Dartmouth Leadership 
Attitudes and Behaviors 
Participants & Facilitators

  22 First-Year Fellows

  40 Internships funded

132  Management and 
Leadership Development 
Program Participants

  68  Rockefeller Global 
Leadership Program 
Participants

  25 Rockefeller Leadership 
Fellows

    7 Faculty Research Grants 
Awarded

  13 Classroom Enhancement 
Grants Awarded

  21 Faculty Workshops Offered 

  31  Public Programs Offered 
(includes co-sponsored programs)

Note:  This is a compilation of statistics on our 
programmatic activities during the 2016-2017 
fiscal year.

“Luck is what happens when preparation meets 
opportunity,” Roman philosopher Seneca
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PREPARATION MEETS OPPORTUNITY GUEST SPEAKERS ENHANCE 
STUDENT LEARNING

Each year, the Rockefeller Center hosts a robust 
agenda of public programs to offer an even closer 
look at public policy and policymaking through 
the lens of public officials, distinguished scholars, 
political figures, journalists, and other civically 
engaged leaders and activists. 

These special events inform, educate, and enrich 
the discourse amongst faculty, staff, and students 
from across campus, as well as with members of the 
broader community.

These invited guests also serve as an important part of the 
educational experience for students by visiting classes while 
on campus. During these interactions, they expose students 
to real-world life experiences, sharing insights and perspectives from their particular field. 

During the 2016 summer term, former U.S. Senator Judd Gregg visited Professor Charlie Wheelan’s 
course, Economics of Public Policymaking.

“The remarkable thing about having Senator Gregg come to class is that he was at the center of the 
Simpson-Bowles deficit reduction commission, which was an effort to wrestle our fiscal situation 
under control,” said Professor Wheelan. “I had covered America’s fiscal situation in class, but Senator 
Gregg could discuss the political backstory in a way that explained why the effort fell short.”

Students get a unique glimpse into the everyday life of the speaker, which helps them understand 
not only the policy but the policymakers. 

Kathryn Edin, a Professor of Sociology and Public Health at Johns Hopkins University, came to campus 
as the Class of 1930 Fellow and delivered a public lecture on her groundbreaking research on American 
poverty. She also visited Professor Janice McCabe’s Sociology course, Education and Inequality, 
speaking to students at length about her own research, interviewing, and writing process. 

“My students were just getting ready to start their own interviews for their group research projects,” 
said Professor McCabe. “Professor Edin shared her own ‘Ten Tips’ about interviewing, and they 
incorporated much of what she shared with them during her visit in their course projects.” 

Students build important connections between what they are learning and the real world when they 
have the chance to connect with practitioners.

Harry Enten ’11, chief political writer for fivethirtyeight.
com, spoke to students in Professor Dean Lacy’s 
Government course, Advanced Political Analysis—a 
course Enten took while at Dartmouth. Enten talked about 
polling in the 2016 election and future elections. He also 
candidly answered questions posed by students about how 
he got his first job, where he gets his ideas, how he writes. 

“The students found great value and inspiration in hearing 
the wisdom, struggles, and successes of a recent graduate,” 
said Professor Lacy. 

These invited guests to campus bring enriching examples 
of the real-life implications of theoretical studies directly 
to the classroom.

TOTAL BEFORE USE OF RESERVES: 

$2,339,044 

NET CHANGE IN RESERVES: 

$82,112

TOTAL FUNDS USED TO SUPPORT EXPENSES: 

$2,256,932

REVENUES

EXPENSES

Class of 1964 Policy Research Shop students testify 
on autonomous vehicles (AV) legislation across 
the United States, as the NH House Transportation 
Committee considers adopting state AV laws.
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Model United Nations 
Conference.
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Student and Alumni Reception in 
Washington, DC during the First-Year 
Fellows Civic Skills Training program.
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17Director Andrew Samwick participates in the 
series of panel discussions hosted by the College 
themed “Opportunities and Risks” during the 
week of the Presidential inauguration.
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Kathryn Edin, a Professor of Sociology and 
Public Health at Johns Hopkins University, 
shares her writing process with students.

Endowment 
Accounts

$1,538,885

Gifts/Other 
$393,002

Dean of  
the Faculty 
$407,157 

Harry Enten ’11, chief political writer for 
fivethirtyeight.com, speaks to students in 
Professor Dean Lacy’s course, Advanced 
Political Analysis.

Student and 
Public Programs
$1,206,163 

Operations
$413,781 Curriculum 

and Research
$636,988



The Public Policy Minor prepares students 

from all majors for careers in a variety of 

policy-related fields—from politics, policy 

analysis, and public service to journalism, law, 

entrepreneurship, advocacy, and work in the 

non-profit sector. In each course, you will learn 

to think critically, collaborate in teams, and put 

theory into practice in and out of the classroom, 

on and off campus. 

Get started with Public Policy 5: Introduction 

to Public Policy offered during winter term. 

This introductory course is a gateway to the 

Public Policy minor and exposes you to the 

fundamental building blocks of policymaking.

The experiential learning component of each 

public policy course offered at the Rockefeller 

Center prepares students to recognize 

opportunities, conduct policy research, work 

with policymakers, and effectively lead policy 

initiatives. Undergraduates who minor in public 

policy often describe it as the perfect way to 

better understand how policy affects all aspects of 

society—from urban development, international 

relations, and technological change to health care, 

education, the environment, and poverty.

PUBLIC POLICY MINOR 
IN AND OUT OF THE CLASSROOM; 
ON AND OFF CAMPUS 

THE FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCE: 
BROAD OPPORTUNITIES, SEAMLESSLY INTEGRATED

Dartmouth Leadership Attitudes and Behaviors Program 
“I’ve never had such deep, extended 
conversations with people who differed 
from me on so many levels. This made 
me truly confront the way I think 
about those who are different from me, 
and I walked away from this program 
with a deeper appreciation of differing 
points of view.” Paul Vickers ’19 
 
 

Rockefeller Peer  
Mentoring Program 
“RPMP connected me with a group 
of people on campus who also 
wanted to pursue public policy, 
but who had a diverse set of other 
interests as well. The mentors and 
mentees were great resources in 
terms of helping me see the many ways that I could become involved in public 
policy at Dartmouth and beyond Dartmouth.”  Erica Ng ’19

 
Public Programs
“These public programs build on the 
material I learn in my government 
classes, and provide enriching examples 
of the real-life implications of theoretical 
studies. I have been surprised by the level 
of access I have had to famous writers, 
prominent activists and policymakers, 

who sit down with us over lunch or dinner and share their experiences and expert 
knowledge.” Olivia Bewley ’19

Rockefeller Global Leadership 
Program
“I loved how the group in RGLP was so 
diverse and interesting, and I became friends 
with many of the participants over the course 
of the term. The experiential activities, 
together with special sessions by experts in 
their fields, expanded my global interest and awareness as a student.” James Fair ’18

THE DIRECT LINE 
 by Andrew Samwick, Director

The First-Year Fellows program places 
rising sophomore students into summer 
policy internships in Washington, D.C. 
Working with Dartmouth alumni mentors, 
students gain valuable professional 
experience, live with their peers, and 
develop leadership, writing and critical 
thinking skills.

Three prerequisites are necessary before 
students can apply for the program. 
During the 2018 winter term, prospective 
First-Year Fellows must take Public Policy 
5: Introduction to Public Policy. Students 

THE FIRST-YEAR FELLOWS PROGRAM: PUBLIC POLICY IN ACTION

must also complete a social science 
statistical methods course during any 
term of their first year and participate in 
the Dartmouth Leadership Attitudes and 
Behaviors program during winter term. 

Program applications are available at the 
beginning of spring term, and selections 
are made during the last week of April. 
Prior to their eight-week internship, 
Fellows are equipped with all the tools to 
succeed professionally and get the most 
out of a public policy internship. Students 
participate in the Center’s rigorous Civic 
Skills Training both on campus and in 
Washington, D.C. This intensive program 
teaches public speaking, networking, 
project management, and much more. 

Fellows are matched with Dartmouth 
alumni mentors who are involved in 
several segments of the training. Mentors 
provide Fellows advice about career paths, 
what to do in the nation’s capital, and 
how to prepare for life after graduation. 
From Capitol Hill to non-profits to federal 
agencies, Fellows encounter a diverse range 
of experiences and opportunities.
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The Nelson A. Rockefeller Center
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Through the First-Year Fellows program, the Rockefeller 
Center gives students the opportunity to engage in public 
policy early in their Dartmouth careers.
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Held each June, the annual Rockefeller 
Center Student and Alumni Reception 
in Washington, D.C. honors First-Year 
Fellows and their mentors.

First-Year Fellows visit Capitol Hill as a cohort 
during Civic Skills Training prior to the start of 
their 8-week fellowships.

READ MORE
rockefeller.dartmouth.edu

For more information about all of our program offerings, visit rockefeller.dartmouth.edu

“First-Year Fellows was an amazing 
opportunity to have a real, substantive 
internship with a mentor who trusted me and 
wanted to give me important responsibilities. 
I got to enjoy DC, a city that I’ve dreamed of 
living in, bond with other Dartmouth fellows, 
and do real policy work. The connections that 
I made and the skills that I gained will be 
invaluable as I explore the policy world.” 

—Allie Norris ’19, National Disability Institute, 
mentor Michael Morris.

Welcome to Dartmouth! 
Amazing opportunities 
await you: the Public 
Policy minor, the 
Policy Research Shop, 
distinguished visitors 
to campus, student-led 
projects, and a broad range 
of internship, training and 
leadership development 
opportunities. I hope that 
you make “Rocky” a big 
part of your Dartmouth 
experience. Come to the 

Rockefeller Center to find a home, mentors, and peers as you get 
engaged with public policy. 

The Rockefeller Center has a specially designed First-Year 

Fellows program for the Class of 2021 that begins by taking 
Public Policy 5 in the winter term of 2018. Public Policy 5 is the 
introductory course in the Public Policy minor, which allows you 
to customize your own interdisciplinary plan of study around 
an important public policy area that you define, such as health, 
education, the environment, leadership, law, poverty, or urban 
issues. 

Outside the classroom, you can join many special events with 
speakers and student groups related to leadership and public 
service, civic engagement, and entrepreneurship. You can also 
plan a leave-term internship and apply for funding through 
the Rockefeller Center. Get involved early and stay involved 
throughout your Dartmouth experience. 

The Rockefeller Center staff and I, along with student leaders 
from the Classes of 2018, 2019, and 2020, look forward to 
meeting you this year.

facebook.com/RockefellerCenterDartmouth

twitter.com/RockefellerCtr

linkedin.com/company/nelson-a-rockefeller-center-for-public-policy

flickr.com/photos/rockefeller_center

youtube.com (Search “Nelson A. Rockefeller Center at Dartmouth”)

VISIT US rockefeller.dartmouth.edu

“At the Rockefeller Center, we believe that the formula for creating citizen leaders is to provide 
students a home, with mentors and peers, for their academic and extracurricular pursuits. Our 
program of study supports students as they seek knowledge and engagement in public policy as 
well as the leadership skills they will need to translate that experience into socially beneficial 
outcomes in the world beyond Dartmouth. Look anywhere in the world today and you will find 
challenges and opportunities that can only be addressed through this unique combination – 
knowledge, engagement, and leadership.”

~ Andrew Samwick
Director of the Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for Public Policy and the Social Sciences, 

Sandra L. and Arthur L. Irving ’72a, P’10 Professor of Economics

2016-2017 Board of Visitors
Crystal D. Crawford ’87
Fernando de Necochea ’62
Alison R. Fragale ’97
Lisa Friel ’79
Louis W. Goodman ’64
Timothy Harrison ’78
Aly Jeddy ’93
Jeffrey S. Kelley ’69
Michael Kennealy ’90
Morton M. Kondracke ’60 
(Trustee representative)
Aloysius T. McLaughlin, III ’88
Kim Ogden ’84
John Osborn ’88
Elizabeth P. Roberts ’79
Peter C. Rockefeller ’79, Tu’92
Robert M. Tichio ’99
Curtis R. Welling ’71, Tu’77 (Chair)
Maya Wiley ’86

INVEST TODAY IN TOMORROW’S LEADERS

YOU can have an impact on the next generation of public policy leaders!

The Nelson A. Rockefeller Center delivers innovative programs that engage students in scholarship
and leadership. It is only through the generosity of past, present, and future donors that

the Center can pursue this mission and to achieve it with such positive impact. 

HTTP://ROCKEFELLER.DARTMOUTH.EDU/ALUMNI/DONATE

The First-Year Fellows program provides students 
meaningful public policy experience in Washington, D.C.

early in their undergraduate careers. 

The PBPL 43/ECON 77: Social Entrepreneurship course 
encourages students to work together to develop innovative 

solutions for unmet needs related to poverty.

During public policy
leave-term internships,

students apply classroom learning 
to real-life settings in preparation 
for the transition from school to 

career. 

The Nelson A. Rockefeller Center
at Dartmouth College

The Center for Public Policy and the Social Sciences

6082 Rockefeller Hall • Hanover, NH 03755-3514
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